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Recent biodiversity developments

• Bonn  post 2010 targets

• UNGA Assessment of assessments. 
Regular process for the marine 
environment

• Siracuse Charter G8 24th April

• Athens Message 27th April

• Arctic Council 29th April

• SEBI 

• TEEB

• Common Fisheries Policy



Summary

• The 25-point "Syracuse Charter" explicitly links safeguarding 
biodiversity to the fight against global warming, stating: 
"Biodiversity and ecosystem services are critical for regulating our 
climate“.

• The charter also urges for raised awareness that "ecosystems 
provide a steady flow of goods and services" -- by providing clean 
drinking water, pollinating crops and decomposing waste, for 
example -- "and the costs of their loss”.

Actions

• Biodiversity and Climate (7) Biodiversity, Economics and Business 
(9) Management of Biodiversity and Ecosystems Services (4) 
Science, Research and Policy (4) A common path toward the post-
2010 framework on biodiversity (1)

G8 Carta di Siracusa on Biodiversity



SEBI 2010: 26 indicators within 16 EU Headlines

ECOSYSTEM INTEGRITY, GOODS AND 

SERVICES

• Marine trophic index

• Connectivity/fragmentation of ecosystems

• Water quality in aquatic ecosystems

SUSTAINABLE USE
• Area of ecosystems under sustainable 

management

–Forest

–Agriculture

–Fishery

–Aquaculture

• Ecological footprint

STATUS AND TRENDS OF COMPONENTS OF 

BIODIVERSITY
• Trends in extent of selected biomes, ecosystems, 

habitats

• Coverage of protected areas

• Trends in abundance and distribution of selected 

species

• Change in status of threatened and/or protected 

species

• Trends in genetic diversity of domesticated animals, 

cultivated plants, fish species of major socioeconomic 

importance

THREATS TO BIODIVERSITY

• Nitrogen deposition

• Numbers and costs of invasive alien species 

(Trends in invasive alien species)

• Impact of climate change

+ Funding to biodiversity
+ Public awareness & participation
+ Patent applications



The SEBI assessment indicates 

that European biodiversity remains 

under serious pressure



7 biogeographical regions and 4

marine regions used for reporting and assessments

•High number of 

'unknowns', mainly 

due to lack of basic 

data from MS

•Trend magnitude: 

very little reported

•Marine species & 

habitats: mostly 

unknown

Article 17 reporting 2000-2006



Article 17: Overall Conservation status of species & habitat types
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Article 17: Analysis of agricultural habitat types

Habitats dependant on agriculture (204 

assessments)
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Article 17: Protected habitat types affected by climate change



Status of the fish stocks in ICES (International Council for the 
Exploration of the Sea) and GFCM (General Fisheries Commission for the 
Mediterranean) fishing regions of Europe in 2006



Wood harvest in European forests is 

relatively stable

Ratio of fellings to increment 60% 

But forecast to rise to 70-80% by 2010



Source – EEA 2009

Growth of the nationally designated 
protected areas in 39 EEA countries

Source – EEA 2009
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Article 17 report suggests better management of 

designated areas is needed - as well as better 

integration of biodiversity concerns into sectoral 

policies affecting the wider countryside coasts and 

seas at large.



Community leaders and indigenous peoples across 53 

countries and over 870 million people



High Nature Value Farmland in Europe

34% terrestrial area used for crops

14% for grassland



Bornholm



New technologies in
in situ and space

Data tagging

Sensor Webs
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Public dialogue
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Global Citizen Environment Observatory

Satellites cannot discover the souls 
and languages and legends of a culture. 

We still need more detail in almost 
every place.

Heinrich Harrer



Near Real Time Ozone Monitoring

http://www.eea.europa.eu./maps/ozone

http://www.eea.europa.eu./maps/ozone
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EEA water watch

European Environment Agency



In the negotiations for a post-2012 agreement on 

climate change we must try to include the real value 

of biodiversity and the effects of using our natural 

capital on ecosystems and their resilience
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Thank you


